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CALENDAR
July 16-20
NCGA Corn Congress
Washington, D.C.

July 30 - Aug. 1
U.S. Grains Council Summer Mtg.
Denver, Colo.

Aug. 6-10
Leadership at Its Best
Raleigh, NC

Jan. 31 - Feb. 1
Corn/Soy Expo
Wisconsin Dells, Wis.

WI Corn Staff
Nicole Wagner
Executive Director
(262) 372-3289
nicole@wicorn.org

Sara Schoenborn
Communications Director 
(608) 223-1111 
sara@wicorn.org

The Wisconsin Corn Program was well-represented at the U.S. Grains Council 
(USGC) 15th International Marketing Conference and 58th Annual Membership 
Meeting in Houston, Texas in February.

Dave Adams, Jim Birchman, Jim Zimmerman, Tom Gillis, Ken Rosenow, Ben 
Augustine, Randy Woodruff and Nicole Wagner attended the meeting, which 
included an update from U.S. Department of Agriculture Under Secretary 
for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted McKinney. McKinney discussed 
ongoing trade negotiations that will affect grains market access and announced 
a $1.3 million grant for Council feed industry training programs in North Africa 
and the Middle East.

McKinney’s speech was followed by remarks from Deen Kaplan, partner in 
leading international trade firm Hogan Lovells, on how agriculture relates to 
global trade conflicts, and Mark Slupek, deputy administrator of the Office of 
Trade Programs at FAS, on public-private partnerships including that between 
the Council and his agency through the Market Access Program (MAP) and the 
Foreign Market Development (FMD) program.

Ryan LeGrand, USGC director in Mexico, and Bryan Lohmar, USGC director 
in China, also updated delegates in attendance on critical issues facing their 
markets, two of the largest grain buyers globally.

Grain producers and agribusiness representatives also met to help chart the 
operational course for the USGC during advisory team (A-team) meetings.

The Council operates seven advisory teams focused on key regions – Asia, 
Western Hemisphere and the Middle East and Africa – and topics – ethanol, 
trade policy, value-added products and innovation and sustainability.

As they do each year at the Council’s winter meetings, A-Teams conducted 
in-depth sessions in Houston to help set USGC global strategy and hear from 
the Council’s global staff members who work to promote the Council’s key 
products – U.S. corn, sorghum and barley as well as co-products like ethanol 
and distiller’s dried grains with solubles (DDGS).

Wisconsin has representatives on the Row, Asia, Trade and Innovation and 
Sustainability Committees.

Wisconsin Corn attends U.S. Grain Council Meeting



Wisconsin Corn Growers Association Board
Jim Emmert
Emmert & Sons
Baldwin, Wis.

Owner
Midwest Ag Supply

Corn Acres: 2,000
Soybean Acres: 1,500

Industry/Community Organizations: Agricultural Producer 
Executive (APEX)

“I have been involved in agriculture for over 25 years. 
I’m most looking forward to creating more marketing 
opportunities for the commodities we produce.”

Wisconsin Corn Promotion Board
Ryan Ripp
Ripp Farms
Lodi, Wis.

District Sales Manager
Dairyland Seed

Corn Acres: 300
Soybean Acres: 150

Industry/Community Organizations: Dane County Farm 
Bureau, Dane Fire Department

“I’m interested in what our checkoff dollars support and 
trying to find new markets for corn products.”
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The Wisconsin Agri-Business Association (WABA) has 
named Sara Schoenborn their Director of Marketing 
and Public Relations. In this role, Schoenborn will also 
be contracted to serve as the Communications Director 
for the Wisconsin Corn Program. Her duties for both 
organizations will focus on media and member relations, 
social media and event marketing.

“We are delighted to have Sara join Wisconsin Corn and 
for this partnership with WABA,” says Nicole Wagner, 
Wisconsin Corn Executive Director. “WABA’s members are 
our growers’ partners and with Sara’s help, we hope to 

expand program offerings that are 
beneficial to both organizations.”

Schoenborn is a 2010 graduate 
of the UW–Madison where she 
majored in dairy science and life 
sciences communication. She 
graduated in May with a Master’s 
of Agribusiness degree from Kansas 
State University. Previously, Schoenborn served as the 
Director of Communications for Cooperative Network and 
as Executive Director of the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. 

Wisconsin Corn Program hires new Communications Director

New faces in the Wisconsin Corn crowd
The Wisconsin Corn Program is pleased to welcome two new members to the Wisconsin Corn Promotion and Wisconsin 
Corn Growers Association Boards. 

“It’s always exciting to welcome new members to our boards,” says Nicole Wagner, Wisconsin Corn Executive Director. 
“Jim and Ryan both bring a new point of view to the team. We are looking forward to having them on the team for the 
next three years.”

Learn more about Jim and Ryan below!
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The 2017–18 Legislative Session has come to a close and in the final 
weeks, a number of bills passed that benefit Wisconsin agriculture.

Condemnation – Wisconsin Act 243 makes some long overdue changes 
to Wisconsin’s condemnation law. If the state or a utility condemn your 
land the constitution entitles you to fair compensation. Unfortunately, 
for a farm or business, there was an artificial cap of $50,000 for amounts 
expended to replace the enterprise in a new location. Since moving and 
recreating the same sort of field or irrigation system could run much more 
than that amount, it could hardly be considered “fair”. The Act removes 
this cap and instead allows a land owner to submit a list of expenses 
that they must reasonably incur to establish a comparable replacement 
business or farm operation. For condemnations by a local government, the 
cap remains in place but is raised to $100,000.

Watershed Protection Grants – Wisconsin Act 196 raises the amount of the appropriation for Producer-Led Watershed 
Grants from $250,000 per year to $750,000 per year. This very popular voluntary program allows producer-led 
organizations to apply to cost share for projects meant to improve the water quality of watersheds. As farmers, and 
particularly row crop growers, are subject to more and more scrutiny on what they are doing to raise their crops in a 
sustainable manner, this kind of program becomes a great way to make our case to the public. Projects are often building 
on the great work that Discovery Farms has done over the years.

Agricultural Producer Security – Wisconsin Act 155 makes several key changes to this program which is in essence a 
payment insurance program for producers selling to businesses on credit. Defaults from these businesses create the risk 
that producers would not be paid for product delivered. Under the bill, grain dealers and grain warehouse keepers are 
combined into one fund, as they present basically that same risks and deal with the same set of farmers. This should 
reduce insurance payments made by those warehouse keepers and dealers. Payments into the fund by the purchasing 
businesses are set by comparing the fund balance to the computed risks. 

WCGA has long had a policy to simply end the program and let farmers make their own determinations as to the credit-
worthiness of the buyers they are dealing with. However, as the program continues we support efforts to streamline the 
program and make common sense changes.

Though the Legislature has adjourned, WCGA will continue to advocate for the interests of Wisconsin’s corn growers with 
our State, Local, and Federal officials. Please encourage your friends and neighbors to join WCGA and to volunteer to 
assist with our advocacy efforts. 

Policy Update | The Welch Group

Bill signings for Act 155 (left) and Act 243 (right). 
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Corn Congress stands up in support of RFS
During the March Corn Congress, the NCGA’s biannual delegate meeting, 124 delegates representing 28 states delved 
into policy and debated the most pressing issues facing America’s farmers. The thoughtful discussion yielded significant 
insight into many issues, but the most pressing discussion turned to the current debate over the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS). The farmers in attendance voted unanimously to approve a “Sense of the Corn Congress” motion 
directed toward President Trump. The motion states:

“Whereas, the Renewable Fuel Standard has been a successful public policy for our nation’s energy security, the environment and rural 
America; and
“Whereas, the Renewable Identification Number component of the Renewable Fuel Standard is vital to the success of the RFS; and
“Whereas, RINs are the market mechanism that drives blending to obligated levels; and
“Whereas, any cap or other manipulation of the RIN program would disrupt that mechanism and diminish the related incentive to blend; 
and
“Whereas, farmers across the country are facing historically low prices and the farm economy is truly suffering;
“Therefore, we, the assembled voting delegates of the National Corn Growers Association, do ask President Donald Trump to retain the 
current RIN system without change.”

NCGA continues to monitor all discussions around ethanol and fully support the RFS. Notably, in 2017, ethanol accounted 
for 30 percent of U.S. corn production. Casey Kelleher, Mark Hoffmann, Randy Woodruff, Cal Dalton, Mike Berget, Ben 
Augustine, Joe Lauer and Nicole Wagner represented Wisconsin at this year’s meeting.

North Dakota farmer Kevin Skunes, president of the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA), made the following 
statement after the White House announced plans to impose tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from the European 
Union, Canada and Mexico, triggering potential retaliatory actions against American agriculture.

“Farmers are busy with planting season but are moving forward without knowing who will buy their crop when it’s 
harvested later this year. With a 52 percent drop in net farm income over the last five years, and depressed commodity 
prices, this is not the time to face such a burden. This uncertainty impacts every step of the agriculture economy, from 
securing financing to marketing.

“Imposing tariffs has the potential to undermine positive relationships with our closest allies and 
erode long-standing market access. NCGA urges policy makers to strengthen cooperation with our 
trading partners and stay at the negotiating table.

NCGA statement: Trade retaliation puts farmers in jeopardy

(Left to Right) Bill Rohloff, Bill Hoffman, Charlie Knigge, Nicole Wagner, Doug Rebout, Randy Woodruff, Casey Kelleher, 
Mike Berget, Bob Welch, Mark Hoffmann, Tom Gillis and Ken Rosenow recently spent time in Washington, D.C., lobby-
ing and discussing trade, the Farm Bill and crop isurance with our elected officials.



The Wisconsin Corn Program recently hosted a delegation of nearly a dozen industry and government officials from Asia 
and Oceania on a two-day tour following the U.S. Grains Council’s Ethanol Summit of the Asia Pacific in Minneapolis, Minn.

The Summit highlighted the use of ethanol in transportation fuels to help meet challenges, including improving air qual-
ity, upgrading the current fuel supply and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The Wisconsin delegation, which included 
representatives from Pakistan, Myanmar, Australia and New Zealand, toured Ace Ethanol, Eron Beef LLC, a Kwik Trip 
blending facility, Hartmann Farms and Roger Rebout & Sons Farm. 

“We are proud to welcome our trade partners from around the world to come here and learn about our agriculture 
industry and the many products we have to offer,” said Doug Rebout, Wisconsin Corn Growers Association president. “It 
is important that we take this opportunity to invite international partners to our farms and agribusinesses to show them 
the passion we have and the quality products we produce. We want to thank this trade group and the U.S. Grain Council 
for letting Wisconsin Corn be a part of this important tour.”

“We appreciate Wisconsin Corn hosting this important group of high-level officials from Asia and Oceania so they have 
a better understanding of our ethanol story in the U.S.,” said Deb Keller, U.S. Grains Council chairman. “Allowing these 
representatives to see the entire ethanol value chain – from farmers to industry – will give them a clearer idea of how 
ethanol contributes meaningfully to the environmental, human health and economics benefits of those who use them.”
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Wisconsin Corn hosts international ethanol delegation

The Wisconsin Corn Program hosted an international delegation in May. Guests visited (clockwise) Roger Rebout & 
Sons Farm, Hartmann Farms, a Kwik Trip blending facility and Eron Beef LLC.



W226N5956 Lynwood Drive
Lisbon, WI 53089

WCGA Board of Directors
President: Doug Rebout, Janesville
Vice President: Zeb Zuehls, Montello
Secretary/Treasurer: Mark Hoffmann, Whitewater

Directors
Ben Augustine, Sheldon
Mike Berget, Darlington
Steve Duwe, Johnson Creek
Jim Emmert, Baldwin
Casey Kelleher, Whitewater
Crystal Romanowski, Stanley

Ex-Officio Director
Joe Lauer, UW-Extension Corn Specialist

Affiliate Directors
Andrew Grebner, BASF
Loren Jesch, Legacy Seeds

WCP Board of Directors
President: Randy Woodruff, Chippewa Falls  
(Dist. 1)
Vice President: Jim Zimmerman, Rosendale 
(Dist. 3)
Secretary/Treasurer: Jim Birchman, Fennimore 
(Dist. 5)

Directors
Tom Gillis, River Falls – Dist 2
Cal Dalton, Endeavor – Dist 4
Ryan Ripp, Dane – Dist 6
Ken Rosenow, Oconomowoc – Dist 7
David Adams, Lake Geneva – Dist 8
Randy Hughes, Janesville – Dist 9

Ex-Officio Directors
Tom Bressner, Wisconsin Agri-Business Assn.
Dale Drachenberg, Didion Ethanol


